














Welcome

There are many Theological Seminaries in North America. What
makes the Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary (CRTS)
unique? Students who enter the Seminary need to exhibit good
academic training in the original languages of Scripture. They also
need to show commitment to the Word of God and the Three Forms
of Unity (the Belgic Confession, Heidelberg Catechism and the
Canons of Dort). Students from the Canadian Reformed Churches
and churches with whom the CanRC have ecclesiastical fellowship
also need a good attestation from their local church which includes an assessment of
suitability for the ministry. Therefore students entering into the Seminary need to have
the ability and commitment to work effectively with the Word of God.

A perusal of this calendar will quickly show that CRTS aims for the highest academic
standards possible, while also focussing on the practical aspects of training to be a
pastor and teacher. Our professors are outstanding: each professor is an experienced
pastor and a good teacher. They all have doctoral degrees from fine institutions and are
outstanding scholars in their field. It is not surprising that CRTS has made it possible
for quite a number of our graduates to continue their studies at the doctoral level. Three
of the professors received their Master of Divinity degree at our seminary and then
continued in their studies elsewhere. This speaks highly of the excellent training at CRTS.

More important than even the quality of academic and practical training at our Seminary
is the humble, grateful recognition that God has given us an authoritative, infallible and
reliable Word. In our times, when there are so many assaults against the Scriptures,
CRTS strives to train men to work with the infallible, reliant Word of God so that they
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can continue to bring the rich treasures of God to men and women, boys and girls
throughout the world. The gospel “is the power of God for the salvation of everyone
who believes.” Just like Paul who wrote those words in Romans 1, our world needs
those who have the ability and the passion to bring that Word eagerly to others. CRTS
prepares students to do just that.

You may have noticed that our Seminary has adopted a new operational name. Our
legal name is still “The Theological College of the Canadian Reformed Churches,”
but in the day-to-day operation of our institution we now use the name “Canadian
Reformed Theological Seminary.” While this name clearly identifies the Seminary as
belonging to the Canadian Reformed Churches, it also declares that its doors are open
to those who are looking for a Reformed Seminary in Canada. The term “Seminary”
at the same time makes clear that this is an institution in which men are trained
especially for the ministry of the gospel.

We hope that this catalogue will help you to get to know us better, while at the same
time encourage you to consider whether God is guiding you to become a harvester
in the kingdom of God. In Matthew 9, where Jesus Christ bemoaned the fact that the
people were like sheep without a shepherd, he said: “The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field.” When you add to this Paul’s reflection on preaching in Romans 10, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news,” then you may want to consider
carefully and prayerfully whether studies at CRTS can direct you to work in the harvest
field of the Lord our God. May God bless you richly.

Rev. Richard Aasman, Chairman of the Board of Governors




History

The first Synod of the Canadian Reformed Churches, held at Homewood in 1954, already
saw the necessity of a theological school for the churches in Canada, and decided “to ask
the churches to take four collections a year for our seminary and to appoint delegates
to take charge of the money and to be diligent concerning the whole matter of the
theological training.” Since then the training for the ministry became a matter on the
agenda of each subsequent Synod.

Right from the beginning, two leading principles were that the training for the ministry
should be provided by the churches of the Lord Jesus Christ and that the future ministers
of the Word should receive a good academic training. Only those persons were to be
admitted to the ecclesiastical examinations who held a Bachelor of Divinity degree.

The Synod of Hamilton of 1962 decided to set up a provisional training. A number of
ministers were appointed to teach while they continued to serve their congregations.
Synod also set the Bachelor of Arts degree or its equivalent as an admission requirement.
It was further decided to establish a library for the benefit of teachers and students.

On Wednesday, November 20, 1968, the Synod of Orangeville decided to establish a full-
fledged Theological College of the Canadian Reformed Churches and to appoint three
full-time professors and two lecturers.

The following professors were appointed: Rev. Jules T. Van Popta of Cloverdale, British
Columbia, (Dogmatology), Rev. Dr. Jelle Faber of Rotterdam, The Netherlands, (Old
Testament), and Rev. Lubbertus Selles of Chatham, ON, (New Testament); as lecturers:
the Rev. Hendrik Scholten, M.Th., of Smithville, ON, (Church History and Church Polity),
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and Rev. Gijsbertus Van Dooren, M.Th., of Burlington, ON, (Diaconiology). However, the
Lord decided otherwise. Synod received the sorrowful tidings that Rev. J. Van Popta
had passed away before he could be informed of his appointment. Synod therefore
decided to fill the vacancy by changing Dr. Jelle Faber’s appointment from the chair
of Old Testament to that of Dogmatology, and to appoint in his place Rev. Frangois
Kouwenhoven, M.Th., of Toronto as professor of the Old Testament disciplines.

Synod also decided that a suitable estate should be purchased in Southern Ontario,
close to a university with appropriate library facilities. On Wednesday, September 10,
1969, the “Theological College of the Canadian Reformed Churches” was officially
opened at Hamilton, Ontario. During the opening ceremony the principal, Dr. J.
Faber, gave an inaugural address entitled “The Catholicity of the Belgic Confession.”
Professors and lecturers signed a Form of Subscription.

Shortly after the opening, the new College suffered another heavy loss. On October 4,
1969, the Lord took to Himself Professor F. Kouwenhoven. Synod New Westminster
1971 appointed the Rev. Heinrich M. Ohmann of Dokkum, The Netherlands, in his
place as professor of Old Testament. When Professor Ohmann was appointed to teach
at our sister institution in Kampen, The Netherlands, some 10 years later, the Rev.
Cornelis Van Dam,Th.M., of Surrey, BC, became the professor of Old Testament. In
1980 the Rev. William W.J. Van Oene, M.Th.,of Fergus, ON, replaced Rev. H. Scholten
as lecturer in Ecclesiology. After he and Rev. G. Van Dooren had retired, Rev. Dr. Karel
Deddens of Groningen, The Netherlands, was appointed Professor of Diaconiology and
Ecclesiology. Since 1984, therefore, the Faculty is made up of four full-time professors.




History

In 1981the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario adopted the Canadian Reformed
Theological College Act. It empowered the Senate to grant, among others, the degree of
Master of Divinity (M.Div.) which replaced the former Bachelor of Divinity (B.D.) degree.
The Master of Divinity degree is conferred to a person in possession of a Bachelor of Arts
degree who has completed four years of study at the Theological College.

In the summer of 1985 the Theological College left the building it had occupied since
1969 and moved to larger premises that provided more space for its expanding library.
The present building is located in a quiet residential area on Hamilton’s West mountain.
The purchase and renovation were made possible by a large grant from the Women’s
Savings Action and a special fundraising drive in the Canadian Reformed Churches.

In the year 1986, Professor L. Selles retired as Professor of New Testament and was
replaced by Rev. Jakob Geertsema of Surrey, BC. On January 1, 1990, Dr. J. Faber retired.
His successor as Professor of Dogmatology was Rev. Dr. Nicolaas H. Gootjes of Pusan,
Korea. Dr. K. Deddens became Professor emeritus in June, 1990. His successor as Professor
of Ecclesiology and Diaconiology was the Rev. Dr. Jacobus De Jong of Burlington, ON. In
concert with these changes, it was decided to rotate the office of principal (as well as the
other functions at the College) every third year. Prof. J. Geertsema retired in 2001. His
successor as Professor of New Testament is Rev. Dr. Gerhard H. Visscher, of Burlington, ON.

In the spring of 2003, the College community was saddened when it became evident
that a debilitating illness prevented Dr. De Jong from continuing to teach. His successor
is Rev. Dr. Adriaan J. de Visser, of Pretoria, South Africa, who assumed his teaching
responsibilities in September 2004.
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The College community was again saddened when Dr. Gootjes became ill and was
unable to continue teaching or carrying out his responsibilities as Principal. Dr. Visscher
was therefore appointed as Principal in 2008 and Rev. Jason VanVliet of Surrey, BC, was
appointed as lecturer for the academic year 2009/2010. After receiving his doctorate
in 2009, Dr. VanVliet was formally appointed by synod as professor. In 2010, due to the
planned sabbatical of Dr. VanDam and his imminent retirement, Rev. Dr. Jannes Smith of
Albany, Western Australia, was appointed as Professor of Old Testament.

In 2010, Synod Burlington made a decision that signified the beginning of a new era
for the College. While the official name of the College was not changed, the operating
name was changed to Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary.




Character

The Seminary is an institution of the Canadian Reformed Churches and they support
it financially. They direct the appointment of professors by means of a Board of
Governors which also supervises the instruction as well as the administration. All
professors must have already been ordained in the ministry of the Word in order to
be eligible for appointment.

The Free Reformed Churches of Australia, a sister federation, consider the Seminary to
be the institution for the training of their theological students and support the Seminary
with a contribution determined by their synod.

The instruction at the Seminary is to be given in faithful submission to the Holy Scriptures,
the Word of God, as summarized in the Three Forms of Unity which form the confessional
standards of the Canadian Reformed Churches: the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg
Catechism, and the Canons of Dort.




Purpose

The purpose of the Seminary is to explore in a scholarly way the riches given by God
in the Reformation of the church to the best of its ability in order that these riches may
be a blessing for the life of the church in the twenty-first century. It is convinced that
this can only be done in grateful obedience and humble submission to the authority
of the infallible and reliable Word of God. The instruction at the Seminary stresses the
preparation of the students for their service as ministers of the Word. The churches
are convinced that this preparation should aim for the highest academic standards
possible.

May the LORD in his grace, through the labour of the Canadian Reformed Theological
Seminary, grant the fulfilment of the instruction given by Paul to Timothy: “And what
you have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2).




Form of Subscription

FOR THE FACULTY OF THE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE
OF THE CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCHES

The undersigned, a member of the faculty at the Theological College of the Canadian
Reformed Churches, does hereby, sincerely, and in good conscience before the Lord,
declare by this subscription, that he heartily believes and is persuaded that all the
articles and points of doctrine, contained in the doctrinal standards of the Canadian
Reformed Churches: the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of
Dort, do fully agree with the Word of God.

| promise therefore diligently to teach and faithfully to defend the aforesaid doctrine,
without either directly or indirectly, contradicting the same, by my public teaching or
writing. | declare, moreover, that | not only reject all errors that militate against this
doctrine, but that | am disposed to refute and contradict these and to exert myself
in keeping the church free from such errors. |If hereafter any difficulties or different
sentiments should arise in my mind respecting the aforesaid doctrine, | promise that | will
neither publicly nor privately propose, teach or defend the same, either by teaching or
by writing, until | have first revealed such sentiments to the Governors, or the Academic
Committee appointed by them, and have had such sentiments examined by them. |
declare myself ready always to submit to their judgment under the penalty, that in case
of refusal, | am by that very fact suspended from office.

Furthermore, if at any time the Governors, upon sufficient grounds for suspicion and
to preserve the uniformity and purity of doctrine, may deem it proper to require of me
a further explanation of my sentiments respecting any particular article of the above
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mentioned doctrinal standards, | do hereby promise to be always willing and ready to
comply with such requisition, under the penalty above mentioned. | reserve for myself,
however, the right of appeal to Synod in case | should believe myself aggrieved by
the sentence of the Governors, and until a decision is made upon such an appeal to
Synod, | will acquiesce in the determination and judgement already passed.

CANADIAN REFORMED THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE ACT 1981

Passed by the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario (extracts)

Basis - The College shall be carried on as a Christian institution of theology whose
basis shall be the infallible Word of God as interpreted by the Belgic Confession, the
Heidelberg Catechism and the Canons of Dort, as adhered to by the Churches.

Constitution of the Board - The Board shall consist of eleven Governors to be elected
or appointed by Synod in such a manner as may be prescribed by the By-Laws of the
College, for a term of three years.

Power of the Senate - The Senate has the power to grant the degrees of Bachelor of
Theology, Bachelor of Divinity, Master of Divinity, and Master of Theology.

At the present time, the College does not grant the Master of Theology degree.




GERHARD H. VISSCHER

Professor of New Testament since 2001.
Currently also Principal and Academic Dean.

Education

e B.A, McMaster University, 1975;

* M.Div., Theological College of Canadian
Reformed Churches, 1979;

* Th.Drs., Theological University of Kampen, 1992;

e Ph.D., McMaster University, 2008.

Dr. Visscher has ministered to Canadian Reformed congregations in Houston, British
Columbia, Ottawa, Ontario, Surrey, British Columbia, Burlington West and Burlington-
Waterdown, Ontario. As a full-time professor he retains his ministerial status with the
church at Burlington-Waterdown, Ontario.

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Author

e Romans 4 and the New Perspective: Faith Embraces the Promises, New York: Peter
Lang, May, 2009.

—



» Abraham, Faith, and Works: the Role of Romans 4 in the Discussion concerning the
New Perspective on Paul. Ph.D. dissertation, McMaster University, Hamilton, 2008.
» [he Son of David. Th.Drs. thesis, Theological University, Kampen, 1991.

Contributor

* “The Epistle of James: Justification or Sanctification?” In Living Waters from Ancient
Springs. £ssays in Honour of Cornelis Van Dam, ed. J. Van Vliet. Eugene: Pickwick
Publications, 2011.

» “The Attraction of Evangelicalism.” In The Challenge of Being Reformed Today, ed.
J. Mulder, 1-21, 29-57. Winnipeg: Premier, 1999.

Articles

e “How Should the Pulpit Address the Pew? Some Lessons from Paul” Clarion, 42,
no 55 (2006). (Cf. Lux Mundi 26 March 2007. )

* “The Purpose of Romans and the Unity of the People of God,” Koinonia, 20.2 (2003) : 2- 14.

* “So what does separate the Sheep from the Goats? A Closer Look at a Misunderstood
Parable (Matthew 25:31-46)" Clarion, 51, no. 21 (2002) . 501-503.

e Review of “The Library of Qumran: On the Essenes, Qumran, John the Baptist, and
Jesus,” by Hartmut Stegeman. Westminster Theological Journal, 61 (1999) : 280-282.

* “‘New Views Regarding Legalism and Exclusivism in Judaism: Is there a Need to
Reinterpret Paul?” Koinonia, 18.2 (1999) : 15-42.

* “Toronto Blessing or Temples of the Holy Spirit?” Clarion, 44, no. 11 (1995) : 253-256.

* “The Son of David Reigns!” Clarion, 42, YrEnd (1993) : 534-536.

* “Pentecost: Baptism with the Holy Spirit,” Clarion, 38, no 10 (1989) : 218-221.




ADRIAAN J. DE VISSER

Professor of Ecclesiology and Diaconiology since
2004. Co-ordinator of the Pastoral Training Program.
Currently also serving as the Vice-Principal, Registrar
and Corresponding Secretary of the Senate.

Education

e Th. Drs., Theological University of Kampen,
1987;

 Th. D., Potchefstroom University for Christian
Higher Education, South Africa, 2001.

Dr. de Visser has worked as a missionary in Soshanguve, close to Pretoria (South Africa)
from 1989 to 2004. He also worked as a part-time lecturer at Mukhanyo Theological
College in KwaNdebele, South Africa from 1997 to 2004. As a full-time professor, he
retains his ministerial status with the Canadian Reformed Church at Ancaster, Ontario.
SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Author

* Kyrios and Morena. The Lordship of Christ and African Township Christianity. Th.D.
diss. Potchefstroom, 2001.
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Contributor

* “Foreign Mission by the Local Church.” In Living Waters from Ancient Springs. ESsays
in Honour of Cornelis Van Dam, ed. J. Van Vliet. Eugene: Pickwick Publications, 2011.

* “The Lordship of Christ in the Life of the Believer.” In Proceedings of the ICRC
2005, 139-160. Neerlandia: Inheritance Publications, 2006.

Conference Papers

* “The Minister’s Role in Evangelism.” Conference of Ministers in the United Reformed
Churches, Grand Rapids, Ml, May 2011.

e “Christian Schools and Mission Work: A Powerful Combination.” Sixth International
Mission Aid Conference, Fraser Valley, B.C., August 2010.

* “That the Congregation may be Edified: The Characteristics of Good Preaching.”
Office Bearers’ Conference, Langley, B.C., March 2010.

* “Revising the Book of Praise: Where are we heading?” Office Bearers’ Conference,
Ancaster, ON, November 2009.

Articles

e “Schilder’s Views regarding the Reformed Psalter and Hymnary,” Clarion, 59 (2010):
229-230, 254-255.

e “Church Music in Calvin’s Tradition,” Clarion, 58 (2009): 568-570, 589-591, 621-623.

* “Evangelism according to the Scriptures,” Clarion, 58 (2009): 8-10, 34-36, 58-60.

e “The Character of the Afternoon Service,” Clarion, 56 (2007): 310-312.




JASON VAN VLIET

Professor of Dogmatology. Currently also Dean of
Students, Recording Secretary of the Senate, and
Associate Librarian.

Education

* B.A. Honors, Trinity Western University, 1992;

* M.Div., Theological College of Canadian
Reformed Churches, 1996;

e M.Th., McMaster Divinity College, 2005;

* Th.D., Theological University of Apeldoorn, 2009.

Dr. Van Vliet has ministered to Canadian Reformed congregations in Lincoln, Ontario and
Surrey, British Columbia. As a full-time professor, he retains his ministerial status with the

church at Surrey, British Columbia.
SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Author

* Children of God.: the Imago Dei in John Calvin and His Context. Gottingen: Vandenhoeck
& Ruprecht, 2009.

o Arbitrium Humanum: Liberum vel Liberandum? An Historical-Theological Study of John
Calvin’s Doctrine of the Will. M.Th. thesis. McMaster University, 2005.
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Contributor

» “Specious Pacification and Pleasant Consensus: Calvin’s Ecumenical Efforts in 1549.”
In Living Waters from Ancient Springs: Essays in Honour of Cornelis Van Dam, ed. J.
Van Vliet. Eugene: Pickwick Publications, 2011.

* “As a Son to his Father: an Overlooked Aspect of the Imago Dei in Calvin.” In Calvinus
sacrarum literarum interpres. Papers of the International Congres on Calvin Research,
ed. Herman J. Selderhuis, 108-118. Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2008.

Conference Papers

e “Liberty in Things Above and Below: Were Calvin and Melanchthon on the same
page?” presented at The Sixteenth Century Conference 2007 (Minneapolis,
Minnesota).

» “Defaced or Destroyed? The Imago Dei in Calvin and Bullinger” presented at the
The Sixteenth Century Conference 2006 (Salt Lake City, Utah).

Articles

* “The Freedom of the Will and the Fan of Fig Leaves: an Historical & Theological
Investigation Concerning Balthasar Hubmaier’'s Anthropology with a Reformed
Appraisal,” Koinoinia, 20, (Spring 2003): 19-32.




JANNES SMITH

Professor of Old Testament.
Education

e B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University, 1994;

* M.Div., Theological College of the
Canadian Reformed Churches, 1998;

* M.A., University of Toronto, 1999;

e Ph.D., University of Toronto, 2005.

Dr. Smith has ministered to the Free Reformed congregation in Albany, Western Australia.
As a full-time professor, he retains his ministerial status with the Hamilton-Providence
Canadian Reformed Church, Ontario.

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Author

» [ranslated Hallelujahs: A Linguistic and Exegetical Commentary on Select Septuagint
Psalms. CBET 56. Louvain: Peeters, forthcoming.

* Prayers of the Saints. The Reformed Guardian. New Series 33. Armadale: Pro Ecclesia,
2010.
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* A Linguistic and Exegetical Commentary on the Hallelouia Psalms of the Septuagint.
University of Toronto, 2005.

Contributor

» “Social Injustice and the Existence of God: A Commentary on the Old Greek Text of
Psalm 57." In Living Waters from Ancient Springs: Essays in Honour of Cornelis Van
Dam, ed. J. Van Vliet. Eugene: Pickwick Publications, 2011.

e “Joy to the World’: A Scriptural Foundation for Evangelism,” and “Evangelism and
the Office of All Believers,” chapters 2 and 5 in A.C. Breen, et al, Evangelism. The
Reformed Guardian. New Series 27. Armadale: Pro Ecclesia, 2008.

Articles

e “Calvin and the Restoration of the Office of Deacon.” Una Sancta, 57.1 (3 October
2009) 11-13; 57.2 (17 October 2009) 29-31; 57.3 (31 October 2009) 56-57.

* “The Book of Praise at the Crossroads.” Una Sancta, 55.10 (22 March 2008) 228-
229; 5517 (28 June 2008) 368-369; 55.22 (6 September 2008) 476-477; 56.6 (13
December 2008) 129-131; 56.8 (21 February 2009) 172-173.

* “The Meaning and Function of Hallelouia in the Old Greek Psalter.” X/ Congress of
the International Organization for Septuagint and Cognate Studies. Leiden, 2004.
SBLSCS 54. Ed. M.K.H. Peters. Atlanta: SBL, 2006.

e “Jeremiah 52: Thackeray and Beyond.” Bulletin of the International Organization for
Septuagint and Cognate Studies 35 (2002) 55-96.




Senate

The different offices in the Senate rotate every three years. For 2011-2014 the following
division of duties is in effect:

Dr. Gerhard H. Visscher, Professor of New Testament
Principal, Academic Dean
ghvisscher@crts.ca

Dr. Adriaan J. de Visser, Professor of Diaconiology and Ecclesiology
Registrar, Corresponding Secretary
ajdevisser@crts.ca

Dr. Jason Van Vliet, Professor of Dogmatology
Dean of Students, Recording Secretary, Associate Librarian
jvanvliet@crts.ca

Dr. Jannes Smith, Professor of Old Testament
jsmith@crts.ca

Dr. Cornelis Van Dam, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament
cvandam@crts.ca

Prof. Jakob Geertsema, Professor Emeritus of New Testament
jgeertsema@crts.ca

Dr. Jacobus De Jong, Professor of Diaconiology and Ecclesiology
(on long term disability)

Dr. Nicolaas H. Gootjes, Professor of Dogmatology
(on long term disability)
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Adjuncts

CRTS employs the following list of professionals and academics to complement the
instruction of the full-time faculty:

Mrs. Joyce DeHaan, M.S.W., counsellor in private practice, who lectures on counselling;
Dr. Benne Faber, professor at Redeemer University College, Ancaster, ON, who
gives instruction in rhetorical skills for sermon making;

Mr. Allard Gunnink, M.Ed., instructor at Covenant Canadian Reformed Teachers’
College, Hamilton, ON, who lectures on catechetics;

Rev. John Ludwig, M.A., M.Div., Minister of the Word in Ancaster, ON, who lectures
on church polity;

Mr. Richard Peters, M.A., teacher at Toronto District Christian High School, Toronto,
ON, who provides a public speaking clinic for students each year;

Mr. Henk VanDooren, M.S.W., retired counsellor, who lectures on poimenics;

Dr. Christine Van Halen-Faber, instructor at Covenant Canadian Reformed Teachers’
College, Hamilton, ON, who lectures on catechetics;

Mr. Josh Walker, M.Div., a Ph.D. student, who teaches Freshman Greek.
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Former Faculty

FORMER PROFESSORS AND LECTURERS

» Karel Deddens, Th.D. (1924-2005), Professor of Diaconiology and Ecclesiology, 1984-
1990.

» Jan de Gelder, Th. Cand., Lecturer in Church Polity, 2003-2009.

e Jacobus De Jong, Th.D., Professor of Diaconiology and Ecclesiology, active from
1990-2004.

e Jelle Faber, Th.D. (1924-2004), Professor of Dogmatology, 1969-1989.

e Jakob Geertsema, Th.M., Professor of New Testament, 1986-2001.

* Nicolaas Gootjes, Th.D., Professor of Dogmatology, active from 1989-2008.

* Francois Kouwenhoven, Th.M. (1916-1969), Professor of Old Testament, September
10 - October 4, 1969.

e Heinrich M. Ohmann, Th.Drs. (1928-2006), Professor of Old Testament, 1971-1981.

* Hendrik Scholten, Th.M. (1913-1982), Lecturer in Church History and Church Polity,
1969-1979.

* Lubbertus Selles, Th.Cand. (1915-1993), Professor of New Testament, 1969-1986.

e Cornelis Van Dam, Th.D., Professor of Old Testament, 1981-2011.

e Gijshertus Van Dooren, Th.M. (1911-1995), Lecturer in Diaconiology, 1969-1984.

e William W.J. Van Oene, Th.M., Lecturer in Ecclesiology, 1981-1985.

e Jules T. Van Popta, Th. Cand. (1916-1968) appointed Professor of Dogmatology three
days before his unexpected death.




Support Staff

Library

Margaret Van der Velde, B.A. M.L.I.S., Librarian
mvandervelde@crts.ca

Dr. J. Van Vliet, Associate Librarian

Catharine Mechelse, Dip. Lib. Tech., Library Technician

Administration

Catharine Mechelse,
Administrative Assistant
catharine.mechelse@crts.ca

Rose Vermeulen,
Administrative Assistant
rose.vermeulen@crts.ca




Board of Governors

Rev. R. Aasman, (Edmonton, AB), Chairman
Mr. H. Kampen, (Richmond Hill, ON), Treasurer
Mr. K. Veldkamp, (Richmond Hill, ON), Vice-chairman, Corresponding Clerk
Dr. A.J. Pol, (Carman, MB), Recording Clerk
Mr. A. Bax, (Brampton, ON)

Mr. B. Hordyk, (Waterdown, ON)

Mr. L. Jagt, (Burlington, ON)

Rev. E. Kampen, (Orangeville, ON)

Rev. J. Ludwig, (Ancaster, ON)

Rev. W. Slomp, (Edmonton, AB)

Rev. J. Van Woudenberg, (Guelph, ON)

All correspondence pertaining to the Board of Governors should be addressed to:

Dr. A. J. Pol
Box 2090, Carman, MB ROG 0J0O
Email: boardsecretary@crts.ca

ACADEMIC COMMITTEE

Rev. J. Van Woudenberg, Chairman; Rev. E. Kampen, Secretary; Rev. R. Aasman;
Rev. J. Ludwig; Dr. A.J. Pol; Rev. W. Slomp.

All correspondence pertaining to the Academic Committee should be addressed to:

c¢/0 Rev. E. Kampen

55 ‘C-Line, RR2, Orangeville, ON L9W 2Y
Email: eric.kampen@canrc.org
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FINANCE AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Mr. K. Veldkamp, Chairman; Mr. A. Bax, Secretary; Mr. H. Kampen, Treasurer;
Mr. B. Hordyk; Mr. L. Jagt.

All correspondence pertaining to the Finance and Property Committee should be
addressed to:

c¢/o Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary
110 West 27th Street, Hamilton, ON L9C 5A1, Canada




Programs of Study

The Seminary offers the following degree programs:

1.
2.
3.
4.

The four year Master of Divinity program

The three year Bachelor of Theology program

The two year Diploma of Theological Studies program
The one year Diploma of Missiology program

The high calibre faculty of experienced
ministers of the gospel at the Canadian
Reformed Theological Seminary (the only
seminary affiliated with- NAPARC churches
committed exclusively to the Three Forms
of Unity) understands well that within the

confessional perimeters of the Three Forms of

Unity there is tremendous room for

creative, biblical exegesis.

Rev. Bill De Jong - M.Div.
Minister of the Word in Hamilton, ON

—



MASTER OF DIVINITY

The Master of Divinity (M.Div.) program is designed for those who wish to prepare themselves
for the office of minister of the Word.

Admission Requirements

To be eligible for admission, the applicant must have a B.A. degree or its equivalent, with
the following courses:
* Hebrew - a minimum of 1 year, 2 years if available
e (Greek - 2 years
e Latin - 1year university course or a full high school program.
(The Latin requirement is waived for students with a non-western background.)

All courses should be taken at an accredited university or college.

In addition, applicants should have completed as many high school/university courses as
possible in the following subject areas:

e English

 History

» Philosophy (preferably ancient Philosophy or Logic)

For information regarding application and admission refer to page 41.




Recommendations

It is recommended that where possible students obtain a reading knowledge of the Dutch
language because of its significance for the study of Reformed theology in the continental
tradition.

The Program

The M. Div. program is divided over four years (the freshman, sophomore, junior, and
senior year). The freshman year program will be given in each academic year. The other
theological years are given in a three year cycle.

The number of lectures for the freshmen in the M. Div. program is fifteen per week, for
the sophomores, juniors, and seniors eighteen. One day per week, freshmen normally
have no lectures to attend. Each of the four professors teaches eight hours per week.
Speaking an Edifying Word

After the completion of their third year, students of the Canadian Reformed Churches are
eligible to apply to a classis for permission to speak an edifying word in the churches.

Required Courses

Please see “Description of Courses” starting on page 48.




Freshman Year

e 1101 Old Testament Hebrew

e 1102 The Text of the Old Testament
* 1103 Introduction to Old Testament Exegesis
e 1204 New Testament Greek

e 1205 New Testament Text

e 1206 Hermeneutics

* 1407 Philosophy

* 1408 Introduction to Theology

* 1409 Symbolics

* 1510 Introduction to Diaconiology

* 1511 Homiletics |

Sophomore Year

e 2101 Old Testament Hebrew

e 2102 History and Institutions of Old Testament Times
» 2103 Old Testament Exegesis

e 2204 New Testament Greek

e 2205 New Testament Background

e 2206 New Testament Exegesis

e 2307 Church Polity

e 2308 Church History

e 2409 Dogmatics |

e 2410 Advanced Symbolics

e 2511 Homiletics I

e 2512 Sermon Session

e 2513 Poimenics |
2514 Evangelistics




Junior Year

e 3101 Old Testament Hebrew

e 3102 Old Testament Canonics
e 3103 Old Testament Exegesis
e 3204 New Testament Greek

e 3205 New Testament Canonics
* 3206 New Testament Exegesis
e 3308 Church History

e 3409 Dogmatics Il

e 3410 Ethics |

e 3511 Homiletics I

e 3512 Sermon Session

» 3513 Catechetics

e 3514 Liturgics

Senior Year

* 4101 Old Testament Hebrew

e 4102 Old Testament Aramaic (Elective)
e 4103 History of Revelation in the Old Testament
* 4104 Old Testament Exegesis

e 4205 New Testament Greek

e 4206 History of Revelation in the New Testament
* 4207 Advanced Hermeneutics
e 4208 New Testament Exegesis
e 4309 Church Polity

e 4310 Church History

e 4411 Dogmatics |lI

e 4412 Contemporary Issues

—

4513 Homiletics IV
4514 Sermon Session
4515 Missiology
4516 Poimenics I



BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY

The three year Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) program is designed for those who have
been unable to meet the requirements for the M.Div. program but who would like to
prepare or further equip themselves for full-time work in the church. Those desiring
to enter the ministry of the Word should consult with their church to see if graduating
from this program qualifies them for admission to the ministry.

Admission Requirements

As a rule, one year of successfully completed university studies, preferably in the
humanities, or equivalent is required. In special situations exceptions are possible.
Consideration for admission as a mature student is given to those persons whose
academic record suggests a strong possibility of success. Admission is granted on
a probationary basis and the student must have been out of school for at least the
preceding two years. Knowledge of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin is not required.

For information regarding application and admission refer to page 43.

Course Requirements

Required courses:

e 1206 Introductory Hermeneutics
e 1409 Symbolics

e 1510 Introduction to Diaconiology
. 1511 Homiletics |




In consultation with the Registrar, the student may choose from any of the remaining
courses for which he qualifies. A balanced curriculum is desired, while taking into account
the gifts of the students and goals for eventual work in the churches. It should be noted
that all courses taught in the M.Div. program are not necessarily available for B.Th. students.

In order to graduate, the student must accumulate a total of at least 85 credits, with a
minimum of 10 credits in each of the five departments.

Having had the opportunity to take courses for
advanced studies at other Seminaries, I've met and
studied with a variety of pastors from a wide spectrum of
Reformed and Presbyterian churches. By comparison, the
training and erudition demanded of the graduates of our
seminary meet high standards. I'm convinced that we’ve
got something good — VERY GOOD — going at the
Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary. Whether it be
instruction in the Biblical languages, preaching, doctrine,
or mission and evangelism, to name but a few, GOD has
richly blessed us, considering the relatively small
federation of churches we are.”

Rev. Theo Lodder - M. Div. 1996
Minister of the Word in Cloverdale, BC

—



DIPLOMA OF THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

The two year Diploma of Theological Studies (Dip.Th.St.) program is designed for those
who do not plan to enter the ministry of the Word but want to be trained for labour in
related fields, such as education and mission work.

Admission Requirements

One year of successfully completed university studies, preferably in the humanities, or
a Teachers’ College Diploma, or an equivalent, is required for admission to the courses
for the Dip.Th.St. Knowledge of Hebrew, Greek and Latin is not required.

For information regarding application and admission refer to page 43.

Required Courses

During their study students enrolled in the Diploma of Theological Studies program
follow key non-Biblical language or non-Biblical language-related theological courses,
either completely or partly.

The Registrar, along with the student, will determine which courses are available and
suitable for the student to take. A balanced curriculum is desired, while taking into
account the gifts of the students and goals for eventual work in the churches. It should
be noted that all courses taught in the M.Div. program are not necessarily available for
the Dip.Th.St. students.

Students in this program are to accumulate a total of at least 55 credits, with a
minimum of seven in each of the five departments.







DIPLOMA OF MISSIOLOGY

The Diploma of Missiology (Dip. M.) program is designed for those with an M.Div. degree
who are preparing to serve as missionaries. The length of this program is around eight
months.

Admission

All applicants to this program must have acquired the Master of Divinity degree.
Application for admission should be made to the Registrar.

Curriculum

The program consists of two major parts, the theological (75%) and the more practically
directed part (25%).

The theological part is subdivided into six sections:

1. Theological foundations of mission work;
2. History of mission work;
3. Study of non-Christian religions
(with special focus on the student’s future mission field);
4. Methodology of missions;
A paper on a topic related to missiological theory;
6.  Two papers relating to the practical work on the mission field.

on




Students are required to do an intensive cultural adaptation course as well as a language
acquisition course at a reputable institute for missionary training. With respect to learning
the appropriate foreign language, students may do this before leaving for the mission field
or after arriving at the mission field, depending on the situation.

AUDITORS

Applicants who do not wish to be enrolled into a degree program can apply to enrol as
an auditor. Most of the courses offered at the Seminary can be taken as an audit course.
Those who wish to audit must complete an application form, available by request from the
Registrar, or from the website: www.canadianreformedseminary.ca/admissions/applications.html.

The Theological College changes you. In a warm
and open environment the professors humble
themselves before God’s Holy Word and expect
you to do the same. They expect careful work
and commitment so that you are equipped
with confidence and conviction for life-long
service as ministers of the divine Word.

Rev. Julius Van Spronsen - M.Div. 2003
Missionary and Minister of the Word in Brazil

—



Application Process

Application process for the M.Div. Program:

Students applying for admission to the Master of Divinity program need to submit the following:

1.

2.

A completed application form (available by request from the Registrar, or via our
website: www.canadianreformedseminary.ca/admissions/applications.html);

(a) Members of the Canadian Reformed Church or one of its sister churches
must submit a good attestation issued by the consistory of the church of which
the applicant has been a recent member and for an extended period of time. The
attestation should include an assessment of the applicant’s suitability for the ministry;
(b) Members of other churches must submit two letters of recommendation from
qualified persons. Applicants from other churches should be aware that they will be
asked to declare that they agree with the basis of the Seminary, being the infallible
Word of God as interpreted by the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism
and the Canons of Dordt;

A completed ecclesiastical recommendation form (form available on website, or by
request);

An academic recommendation form completed by a recent post-secondary education
instructor (form available on website, or by request);

Official academic transcripts of all work done beyond high school required for the
M. Div. program;

. An autobiographical letter (1500 words max) which should include one’s motivation

for applying;

. A doctor’s certificate of good health (not required for foreign students since it is

part of their visa application).




International applicants should take note of additional regulations regarding their situation.
The completed application form should be sent with the other required documents to the

Registrar (by mail, or by email: registrar@crts.ca) before March 15th of the year in which
admission is sought (Jan. 31st for international students).
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Application process for the B.Th. and Dip.Th.St. programs

Students applying for admission to the Bachelor of Theology program or the Diploma
of Theological Studies program need to submit the following:

1.

2.

A completed application form (available by request from the Registrar, or via our
website: www.canadianreformedseminary.ca/admissions/applications.html);

(a) Members of the Canadian Reformed Church or one of its sister churches
must submit a good attestation issued by the consistory of the church of which
the applicant has been a recent member and for an extended period of time;
(b) Members of other churches must submit two letters of recommendation from
qualified persons. Applicants from other churches should be aware that they will be
asked to declare that they agree with the basis of the Seminary, being the infallible
Word of God as interpreted by the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism
and the Canons of Dordt;

Official academic transcripts of all work done beyond high school required for the
program to which admission is sought;

. An autobiographical letter (1500 words max) which should include one’s motivation

for applying;
A doctor’s certificate of good health (not required for foreign students since it is
part of their visa application).

International applicants should take note of additional regulations regarding their situation.

The completed application form should be sent with the other required documents to
the Registrar (by mail, or by email: registrar@crts.ca) before March 15th of the year in
which admission is sought (Jan. 31st for international students).




Application Process

International Students

All prospective students for whom English is not their first language are required to take
the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). In keeping with general standards
for graduate work in English, a total score of at least 213 (computer based), 550 (paper
based) or 86 (internet based) is required for admission. For information concerning the
administration of TOEFL, visit www.toefl.org.

It should be noted that prior to admission, international students must be able to
demonstrate to immigration authorities adequate resources for financing their education
by providing official bank statements or letters from sponsors.

Non-Canadian students are required either to show proof of coverage of health insurance
with their application or if it is difficult to arrange this in the country of origin then the
student must arrive in Canada with a thirty (30) day travel insurance. During the 30 day
period in Canada the student must make arrangements for permanent health care. The
administrative office can be consulted for further information.

For admission requirements to the individual programs, see the program descriptions
starting on page 30.







Semesters

Teaching commences on the second Tuesday after Labour Day. The academic year is
made up of two semesters, as follows:

Semester 1 - September to December
Approximately 12 weeks of lectures (including a brief reading period in October)

Semester 2 - January to April
Approximately 15 weeks of lectures (including a reading week in February)

For specific dates, please see the Academic Calendar on page 80 of this publication.

L ectures

The Freshman courses are offered each year. The Junior Year courses will be offered in
the academic year 2011-2012, the Senior Year courses in 2012-2013, and the Sophomore
Year courses in 2013-2014. For a further explanation of this system see p. 32 under “The
Program.”

Lectures are normally held from 8:50 a.m. to 12:20 p.m., Monday to Friday. Freshman
courses normally have no lectures on Thursday.




Course Credits

Each course is assigned a number of credits. These are used to determine the
weighted average that a student has achieved.

Each weekly lecture hour in a given semester has a value of 1 credit. Therefore a
course that is completed in one semester and has three lecture hours a week has a
value of 3 credits, and a course that is taught in Semester 1 and 2 and has one lecture
hour per week has a value of 2 credits.

| would underline the necessity of being well grounded
in the church polity of the Reformed churches. That will
not be available to [students elsewhere]. Having a good,
historical, and common understanding of church polity
is vital to the harmony of the churches. [Further], a
reasonably uniform understanding of what preaching is all
about, as well as the deep and thorough preparation in the
Biblical languages and exegesis given at the College, are
critical for the training of our ministers, not only for
their ‘own benefit’, but for their fruitfulness in the
service of the churches.

Rev. Dick Wynia - M.Div. 1986
Minister of the Word in Lincoln, ON




Course Descriptions

CURRICULUM

The course numbers are made up as follows:

The first digit indicates the year, the second the department, the third and fourth digits
the serial number of the course.

The division of the departments is as follows:

Bibliology (Old Testament)
Bibliology (New Testament)
Ecclesiology
Dogmatology
Diaconiology
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FRESHMAN YEAR

1101 Old Testament Hebrew

A study of the Hebrew language in order to master the basic principles of its grammar
(orthography, morphology and syntax). Selected passages of the Old Testament are read.
Semester | and |l 3 hours 6 credits

1102 The Text of the Old Testament

A study of the transmission of the Hebrew text, the history and significance of the
versions, and the practice of textual criticism.

Semester | 1 hour 1 credit

1103 Introduction to Old Testament Exegesis

A study of the principles and practice of interpreting the Old Testament in order to
help equip the student for the task of exegesis.

Semester |l 1 hour 1 credit

1204 New Testament Greek

The grammar and syntax of New Testament Greek is studied. Passages from the
gospels, the Septuagint and the Apostolic Fathers are read.

Semester | and I 3 hours 6 credits




1205 New Testament Text

Attention is given to the practice of textual criticism with the aid of the text-critical
apparatus of the Greek New Testament. The history of the translation of the Bible
into English is briefly surveyed and the requirements for and different methods of
translating the Bible are discussed.

Semester | 1 hour 1 credit

1206 Introductory Hermeneutics

A study of the history and the Reformed principles of the interpretation of the
Scriptures. Attention is also given to some modern critical methods.

Semester |l 1 hour 1 credit

1407 Philosophy

A select survey is provided of key philosophical ideas and debates with a view
to how theologians have interacted with them over the course of time. Special
attention is also given to the development of Reformed philosophy, in particular
the Philosophy of the Cosmonomic Idea.

Semester | 2 hours 2 credits

1408 Introduction to Theology

This course explores what theology should be from the Reformed perspective.
The starting point is A. Kuyper’s Principles of Sacred Theology. Topics discussed
include the specific subject matter of theology, its relation to other disciplines, and
the division of theology.

Semester |l 1 hour 1 credit

—



1409 Symbolics

Symbolics is the study of the symbols (creeds and confessions) of the church. This
first course in Symbolics aims at a thorough knowledge of the three Ecumenical
Creeds and the Three Forms of Unity. The history and text of these creeds and
confessions are discussed in the freshman year. In Semester | the focus is on the
ecumenical creeds, in Semester Il on the Three Forms of Unity.

Semester | 2 hours 2 credits

Semester |l 3 hours 3 credits

1510 Introduction to Diaconiology

An introduction to the field of Diaconiology. Attention is given to Biblical Principles
regarding the church and its ministries and offices, with special reference to the
ministry of the Word. A brief introduction to each of the subdisciplines (homiletics,
liturgics, etc.) is offered.

Semester | 2 hours 2 credits

1511 Homiletics |

An introduction to the field of Homiletics. Special attention is given to the character of
preaching in the light of the Scriptures and the Reformed Confessions. The stages of the
sermon making process are discussed. The student is introduced to important issues in
Reformed homiletics, such as Catechism preaching and redemptive-historical preaching.
Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits




SOPHOMORE YEAR (2013-2014)

2101 Old Testament Hebrew

Narrative passages are read with due attention given to the Hebrew Grammar.
Prerequisite; 1101 Old Testament Hebrew.

Semester | and I 1 hour 2 credits

2102 History and Institutions of Old Testament Times

The first part of this course deals with Old Testament history within the context of the
history of the ancient Near East. Therefore, it also includes discussions on geographical,
archaeological and historiographical subjects. The second part deals with religious
and social institutions found in the Old Testament, taking into account the ancient Near
Eastern cultural setting.

Semester |l 4 hours 4 credits

2103 0ld Testament Exegesis

Selected passages from the Pentateuch are studied, mainly in seminar format with a
special emphasis on the text, translation and message. Occasionally an excursus on a
subject related to the text is given.

Semester | 2 hours 2 credits

2204 New Testament Greek

The grammar and idioms of New Testament Greek are studied. The readings concentrate
on the Gospel according to Luke and Acts.

Prerequisite: 1204 New Testament Greek.

Semester | and I 1 hour 2 credits

2205 New Testament Background
This course deals with the larger Judaic and Greco-Roman context in which the New

—



Testament events took place. Attention is given to the extra-biblical sources for much
of that knowledge, to the inter-testamental history, to the sects and movements that
were current, to the temple and the nature of daily life in New Testament times.
Semester | 4 hours 4 credits

2206 New Testament Exegesis

Selections from the gospels regarding both the words and the works of the Lord are
studied, with special emphasis on the text, translation, and the main thrust of the gospel
message.

Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits

2307 Church Polity

This course provides an introduction to Reformed Church polity, its character and
place within the framework of theological disciplines. The nature and history of the
church order are discussed as well as various other forms of church government and
their backgrounds. Selected articles of the first section of the Church Order of the
Canadian Reformed Churches are discussed in detail.

Semester | 2 hours 2 credits

2308 Church History

This course deals with the history of the church from the first century to the late middle
ages. Special attention is given to the Trinitarian and Christological controversies
during the fourth and fifth century.

Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits




2409 Dogmatics |

In the first semester, the focus is on introductory questions (prolegomena), such as the
nature, method and source of dogmatics, followed by revelation and Scripture. In the
second semester the doctrines of the triune God and the divine decree are dealt with.
Semester | 4 hours 4 credits

Semester || 2 hours 2 credits

2410 Advanced Symbolics

A study of the history and text of the Protestant symbols as described by P. Schaff in
the Creeds of Christendom, volumes | & lll. The lectures concentrate on a selected topic
related to the Reformed confessions.

Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits

2511 Homiletics Il

This course deals with preaching from various genres of Scripture (historical passages,
prophetic passages, poetic passages, etc.) as well as Catechism preaching.

Semester | 1 hour 1 credit

2512 Sermon Session

Presentation and evaluation of sermon proposals. Students in the Sophomore year are
expected to present three sermon proposals (OT, NT, and Catechism). For the preparation
of these proposals they receive individual guidance by the Homiletics professor.

Semester | and I 1 hour 2 credits

2513 Poimenics |

A study of the principles and practice of pastoral and diaconal care in the Christian congregation.
This includes a discussion on the role of the offices of elder and deacon in the church. The
course includes a discussion of various approaches to congregational development.
Semester | 2 hours 2 credits

—



2514 Evangelistics

The first half of this course deals with the church’s evangelistic calling to teach
and preach the gospel to the unconverted in the church’s own environment. After a
discussion of Biblical and theological principles, attention is given to the practice of
evangelism. The second half of the course deals with other religions — such as Islam,
Hinduism, Sikhism, First Nations traditional religion — and the spreading of the gospel
among followers of these religions.

Semester |l 1 hour 1 credit

2516 Evangelistic Speaking

This is a course in the Diploma of Theological Studies curriculum. The course is
offered on request. Students are expected to prepare and present two evangelistic
addresses on assigned texts. For the preparation of these proposals they receive
individual guidance by the Homiletics professor.

Semester | and I 1 hour 2 credits

As a missionary, | not only preach the
gospel to lost sinners, but also dedicate
much time to training office bearers and

TEACHING future pastors. Every day, without
exception, | make grateful use of the rigorous
and comprehensive theological preparation |
received at the Theological College.

Rev. Ken Wieske - M. Div. 1999
Missionary and Minister of the Word in Brazil




JUNIOR YEAR (2011-2012)

3101 Old Testament Hebrew

Selected passages from the Prophets are read, with due attention given to the Hebrew
grammar. Prerequisite: 1101 Old Testament Hebrew.

Semester | and I 1 hour 2 credits

3102 0ld Testament Canonics

A study of the origin and specific character of the books of the Old Testament. The
authorship, date, contents, and structure as well as the special place or purpose of each
book is discussed. Attention is also given to the history of the study of Canonics as well
as current trends in this field.

Semester | 4 hours 4 credits

3103 0ld Testament Exegesis

Selected passages from one of the Prophets are studied, mainly in seminar format with
a special emphasis on the text, its translation and message. Occasionally an excursus on
a subject related to the text is given.

Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits

3204 New Testament Greek

The grammar and idioms of New Testament Greek are studied. Readings are from the
Pauline Epistles. Prerequisite; 1204 New Testament Greek.

Semester | and I 1 hour 2 credits

3205 New Testament Canonics

The course deals with the grounds for and the history of the recognition of the books in
the New Testament as holy and canonical. These books are also studied with respect to
their contents, and their place and purpose in the canon.

Semester |l 4 hours 4 credits

—



3206 New Testament Exegesis

Selected chapters of the Pauline, Johannine and Petrine letters are studied with a view
to their original context and their contemporary significance.

Semester | 2 hours 2 credits

3307 Church Polity

Detailed attention is given to selected articles of the second section of the Church
Order of Dort: the assemblies, their role and significance. Relations with churches in
an international setting are also reviewed.

Semester | 2 hours 2 credits

3308 Church History

This course deals with the history of the church from the Reformation to circa 1800.
Special attention is given to the Reformation in various Western European countries
such as Germany, the Netherlands, England and Scotland.

Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits

3409 Dogmatics Il

In the first semester, the focus is on the work of God in creation and providence, and
the doctrines of man, sin and covenant. Christology, dealing with the person and work
of Jesus Christ, is discussed in the second semester.

Semester | 4 hours 4 credits

Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits




3410 Ethics
An introduction to Ethics is followed by a discussion of the Ten Words of the Covenant.
Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits

3511 Homiletics Il

An introduction to the history of preaching, with special reference to preaching in the
early church and the church of the Reformation, Puritan preaching and preaching in the
English speaking world during the 20th century.

Semester | 1 hour 1 credit

3512 Sermon Session

Presentation of sermon proposals. Students in the junior year are expected to present
three sermon proposals (OT, NT, and Catechism).

Semester | and I 1 hour 2 credits

3513 Catechetics

An introduction to the principles, the history, and the practice of Catechism teaching, with
special attention for the formation of a curriculum for Catechism teaching. In addition the
students are introduced to the pedagogical principles for catechetical teaching.

Semester | 2 hours 2 credits

3514 Liturgics

A study of the principles, the historical development, and the practice of the worship
service of the Christian church, with special reference to the historical background of the
liturgical forms and prayers in the Book of Praise of the Canadian Reformed Churches. In
addition an introduction to hymnology (Psalms, hymns, church music) is offered.
Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits

—



3515 Evangelistic Speaking

This is a course in the Diploma of Theological Studies curriculum. The course is
offered on request. Students are expected to prepare and present two evangelistic
addresses on assigned texts. For the preparation of these proposals they receive
individual guidance by the Homiletics professor.

Semester | and |l 1 hour 2 credits




SENIOR YEAR (2012-2013)

4101 Old Testament Hebrew

Selected poetic passages are read with due attention given to the Hebrew grammar.
Prerequisite: 1101 Old Testament Hebrew.

Semester | and I 1 hour 2 credits

4102 Old Testament Aramaic

An introductory study of the grammar of Biblical Aramaic. Aramaic portions of the
Old Testament are studied. A good knowledge of Hebrew is assumed in this course,
which will be offered only if feasible. Prerequisite: 1101 Old Testament Hebrew and the
permission of the professor.

Semester |l 1 hour 1 credit

4103 History of Revelation in the Old Testament

A study of the history of God’s revelation in the Old Testament from creation to the end
of prophecy. Included in this course is an orientation in and critical discussion of past
and current Old Testament theologies.

Semester | 4 hours 4 credits

4104 0ld Testament Exegesis

Selected poetic passages are studied, mainly in seminar format with special emphasis
on the text, its translation and message. Occasionally an excursus on a subject related
to the text is given.

Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits

4205 New Testament Greek
The grammar and idioms of New Testament Greek are studied.
The readings are from the book of Hebrews, the Catholic Epistles and Revelation.

—



Prerequisite: 1204 New Testament Greek.
Semester | and |l 1 hour 2 credits

4206 History of Revelation in the New Testament

The concept of a “history of revelation” is discussed and several phases of this
history in the New Testament era are discussed. In seminars, some themes from
the Pauline writings are treated especially with a view to their relation to the
teaching of the Lord Jesus.

Semester |l 3 hours 3 credits

4207 Advanced Hermeneutics

This course will take a closer look at some of the hermeneutical and methodological
issues touched on in 1207. Attention will also be paid to the special character of the
book of Revelation.

Semester | 1 hour 1 credit

4208 New Testament Exegesis

Passages of the book of Revelation are studied with special emphasis on their
redemptive-historical significance and differing views of the Apocalypse.

Semester | 2 hours 2 credits

4309 Church Polity

Detailed attention is given to selected articles of the last two sections of the Church
Order of Dort: ceremonies and church discipline.

Semester | 2 hours 2 credits




4310 Church History

This course deals with the history of the church from 1800 to the present. Topics
discussed include: the growth of controversies in the nineteenth century, the struggle
for continuing reformation of the church especially in the Netherlands and Scotland,
the European influence on the American continent, the ecumenical movement and the
contemporary church, especially in Canada.

Semester |l 3 hours 3 credits

4411 Dogmatics lll

In the course, the doctrines of the church and the means of grace are studied in Semester
|, followed by a discussion of soteriology and eschatology in Semester II.

Semester | 4 hours 4 credits

Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits

4412 Contemporary Issues

The church today is confronted with numerous challenging issues, both doctrinal and
ethical. A number of these issues will be explored and evaluated on the basis of God’s
Word and the Reformed confessions.

Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits

4513 Homiletics IV

A course in contemporary homiletical issues and debates, such as experiential preaching,
redemptive-historical preaching, and the place of the hearer in preaching.

Semester | 1 hour 1 credit

4514 Sermon Session

Presentation and evaluation of sermon proposals. Students in the senior year are
expected to present three sermon proposals (OT, NT, and Catechism). For the sermon
proposals on Biblical passages students are expected to choose texts for themselves.
Semester | and I 1 hour 2 credits

—



4515 Missiology

This course deals with the church’s missionary calling to teach and preach the
gospel to the unconverted abroad. The course introduces the students to Biblical and
theological principles, the history of mission work, and the practice of mission work.
Special attention is given to important issues such as the theological evaluation of
other religions, contextualization, syncretism, relationship with young churches in the
Third World, etc.

Semester | 2 hours 2 credits

4516 Poimenics Il

A course in aspects of the pastoral care of the congregation, including counselling
of various categories of church members who need special care. Special attention
is given to the cooperation with professional care givers such as social workers
and psychologists.

Semester |l 2 hours 2 credits

4517 Advanced Missiology

The theory of Reformed mission is discussed. Other topics are history of mission,
history of religions, and methodology of mission. This reading course is only offered
on request and also forms a part of the Diploma of Missiology program.

Semester | and I 2 hours 4 credits

4518 Evangelistic Speaking

This is a course in the Diploma of Theological Studies curriculum. The course is
offered on request. Students are expected to prepare and present two evangelistic
addresses on assigned texts. For the preparation of these proposals they receive
individual guidance by the Homiletics professor.

Semester | and I 1 hour 2 credits
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PASTORAL TRAINING PROGRAM

Students in the Master of Divinity program who aspire to become ministers in the
Canadian Reformed Churches, are expected to complete the Pastoral Training Program
(PTP). The aim of this program is to improve the students’ readiness for the ministry
by giving them the opportunity to obtain practical experience in the churches. This
includes a three month internship with an experienced minister.

The PTP has four components:

1. Orientation Week — Introduction to various aspects of the ministry with a designated
minister (after the first year of studies);

2. Catechism Teaching Practicum (during the second year);

3. Evangelism Practicum (after second year, or during third year);

4, 10-12 week Summer Internship with a designated minister (after third year).

Evaluation of the student’s performance in the program is determined by the program
director in consultation with the minister/mentor.

During the fourth year, after a student has completed all the required internships
and practicums successfully, the Senate issues the PTP certificate. This certificate
is required for the classis examination for eligibility for call within the Canadian
Reformed Churches.

The director of this program is the Professor of Diaconiology, Dr. A. J. de Visser.




Student Life

FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF FORMER STUDENTS

“Though schoolwork always demanded much time, we students made opportunity to
enjoy fellowship with one another, and to sweat over things other than good marks and
completed papers. When the weather allowed it, street hockey; when the personal budget
allowed it, golf; when the will-power caved in, ping-pong in classroom two.”

Reuben Bredenhof (M. Div. 2004 - Minister of the Word in London, ON)

‘As | look back on well over a decade of pastoral ministry, I'm thankful that God led
me to study at the Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary. My teachers were faithful,
godly, diligent men, who were great examples to me. | was surrounded by intelligent and
engaging, humorous yet serious fellow students, who were committed and eager to serve
the body of Christ. The course of study was challenging and rigorous. | am still reaping
the benefits of it.”

Theo Lodder (M. Div. 1996 — Minister of the Word in Cloverdale, BC)

‘During the time | was at the Theological College, there was a beautiful spirit of
comradeship among the students. Instead of a negative spirit of competition, those
students who excelled were happy to help along those who were struggling. We often
had a healthy exchange of ideas in and outside of class and a lot of fun together after
school hours. During this time | formed many lasting friendships.”
Dirk Poppe (M. Div. 1997 - Minister of the Word in Coaldale, AB)

‘We lived with five theological students in one house. Try seven theological students
around the same dinner table! Our ‘Zoo’ came and went, but the memories linger on; |
may have learned as much outside the college curriculum as inside it.”

Karlo Janssen (M. Div. 1997; Ph.D. 2009 - Minister of the Word in Abbotsford, BC)
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CHAPEL

To open and close each week of lectures with a meditation on the Word of God and
a time of song and prayer, a “chapel” is conducted at the beginning and end of the
week by a professor or student. We come before the Lord together.

TIMES OF CELEBRATION

Once exams are completed at the end of both semesters, students and professors
often relax together. Family members join us, and we all sample each other’s tasty
foods. Anniversary celebrations of the professors usually prove to be a delightful
opportunity for the students to put on a humorous spoof.

HOUSING

Although the Seminary cannot offer dedicated student housing facilities, the
administrative assistant does have many contacts and will help students find suitable
housing. Church members in the Hamilton area often open their homes to students.
Sometimes a group of students rents a home together.

THEOLOGICAL BOOKCENTRE

The Theological Bookcentre is managed by the students in conjunction with the
administrative assistant. The book centre provides students with the required textbooks.




Student Life

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Most Canadian Reformed students at the Theological Seminary are members of one of
the following Canadian Reformed Churches, because of their proximity to the Seminary
(contact information subject to change; see current Yearbook of Canadian and American
Reformed Churches):

Ancaster Canadian Reformed Church

Contact: Rev. John Ludwig
pastor@ancasterchurch.on.ca | 905.648.7019 (study)
www.ancasterchurch.on.ca

Burlington - Waterdown Canadian Reformed Church
Contact: Rev. Doug Vandeburgt
dvandeburgt@gmail.com | 905.689.0625 (office)

Ebenezer Canadian Reformed Church of Burlington
Contact: Rev. Gijsbert Nederveen
gnederveen.rev@sympatico.ca | 905.681.7055 (study)
www.burlingtonebenezer.ca

Fellowship Canadian Reformed Church of Burlington
Contact: Rev. John VanPopta
jvanpopta@sympatico.ca | 905.634.7710 (home)
www.fellowshipchurch.ca
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Flamborough Canadian Reformed Church
Contact: Rev. Jan DeGelder
jdegelder@cogeco.ca | 905.690.0253 (study)
www.flamboroughcanrc.org

Hamilton (Cornerstone) Canadian Reformed Church
Contact: Rev. Bill De Jong

billdejo@gmail.com | 905.515.0326
www.cornerstonecanrc.org

Hamilton (Providence) Canadian Reformed Church
Contact: Rev. Wes Bredenhof
wbredenhof@bell.net | 289.808.0346 (study)
www.providencechurch.ca

Trinity Canadian Reformed Church of Glanbrook
Contact: Rev. Rodney Vermeulen
rvermeulen@trinitycanrc.org | 289.284.0463 (study)
www.trinitycanrc.org

Nearby one can also find the United Reformed Church of Hamilton.

Contact: Rev. Henry Van Olst

905.679.3900

Contact the secretary: rurc.secretary@bellnet.ca
www.rehobothurc.ca



Resources

LIBRARY

The library of the Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary is the central resource
for the education and theological scholarship of the students at CRTS. The collection
currently consists of over 31,488 books, including approximately 780 e-books. The
library subscribes to a wide variety of scholarly journals. Journal use is facilitated by
the use of the electronic ATLASerials database as well as by the EBSCO Religion and
Philosophy Collection database. These databases not only provide an index to the
journals received in the library, but they also provide many additional journal articles
in electronic format.

The facilities in which the library is housed, are modern and well-lit, with numerous
windows overlooking the quiet residential setting of the Seminary. Ample study space
of a variety of styles is available to the students. Wireless Internet is readily available.

The library’s purpose is to assist students and faculty in exploring the riches of the
Bible and the Reformed heritage. The collection supports all areas of the curriculum.
The library contains many commentaries and commentary sets, in addition to a large
collection of biblical studies monographs. The collection provides a strong emphasis
on Reformed theology and Reformed church history, to assist the students in coming to
a deeper understanding of the confessional basis of the Seminary. A strong collection
on the Heidelberg Catechism and the creeds and confessions assists the students in
delving deeper into the heritage of CRTS. There is also a very large pamphlet collection
documenting the theological debates within the Reformed churches in the Netherlands
in the 1940s.
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Students also have access to:
e print and digital versions of John Calvin’s works in the Corpus Reformatorum series;

* print and digital versions of Martin Luther’s works;
e several hundred volumes of the Sources Chrétiennes edition of the church fathers;

* an extensive collection on preaching.

A small collection of rare books, including editions of Calvin’s works, the Acts of the
Synod of Dort, and other works providing background to the Reformed confessions,
help provide insight into the textual heritage of the Reformed church.

The resources available in the library have been almost entirely funded by the women
of the churches which support the Seminary. The agency which spearheads the
fundraising, the Women’s Savings Action, was founded in 1969 and it has tirelessly
supported the library since its inception.

For assistance in using the library, contact the librarian, Margaret Van der Velde, at
mvandervelde@crts.ca.




Resources

WOMEN’S SAVINGS ACTION

Soon after the opening of the Theological College in the fall of 1969, delegates at
a meeting of the League of Women’s Societies in Ontario decided to organize the
Women’s Savings Action for the College. This decision followed a tradition initiated in
the Netherlands after the Liberation in 1944 when the library in Kampen had to be built
up again at the Theological College and a women’s savings action was started. When
a similar action was initiated in Canada, Women’s Societies across the country were
invited to participate in this venture, and representatives are now found in virtually
every congregation in the Canadian Reformed Churches federation.

The funds collected by the Women’s Savings Action are the main source of income for
the purchase of books and periodicals for the library. In the past they also financed
the purchase of a number of necessary teaching aids. In 1984 a very substantial
contribution was made toward the purchase of the present College building. A plaque
in the foyer commemorates this fact. The fall of 2000 saw the official opening of
the new library facility. Once again the Women’s Savings Action was able to make a
generous donation.

The work of the Women’s Savings Action was first coordinated by Mrs. G.R. Selles, the
wife of the late Prof. L. Selles, and Mrs. C. Lindhout Sr. of London, Ontario, who acted
as treasurer. These dedicated and enthusiastic workers of the first hour are now home
with the Lord. Since 1969 the work has continued with many different representatives
and a number of different board members participating.

—



The present executive is:
Mrs. J. Van Dam, president, Mrs. D. Gootjes, secretary and Mrs. C. Nienhuis, treasurer.

The Lord has blessed the efforts of the Women’s Savings Action for more than
30 years. Contributions to the Women’s Savings Action are also regularly received
from our sisters in the Free Reformed Churches of Australia. As well, royalties for
books written by the late Prof. L. Selles for the Inter-League Publication Board are
donated to the Women’s Savings Action. Our library contents and facilities would
be unimaginable without this vital work.

President:

Mrs. J. Van Dam

642 Ramsgate Road
Burlington, ON L2N 2Y1

Secretary:

Mrs. D. Gootjes

10 Vespari Place
Hamilton, ON L9C 6Y5

Treasurer:

Mrs. C. Nienhuis

26 Hopewell Crescent
Stoney Creek, ON L8J 1P4




Resources

ADMINISTRATION

Catharine Mechelse runs the administrative office which takes care of reception and

all general administrative and financial issues for the Seminary. Students may contact

her for:

* Payment of tuition fees

 [nformation about bursaries

» Assistance for foreign students in matters such as finding housing, setting up bank
accounts, and insurance issues.

Catharine can be reached at catharine.mechelse@crts.ca.

Finances

TUITION FEES

The tuition fees for full-time students, part-time students and auditors are determined
by the Board of Governors. Fees should be paid at the beginning of the school year.

Tuition Fee Schedule

Full-time Students $2,300 per year
Part-time Students $45 per unit of credit
Auditors $40 per unit of credit

Tuition is to be paid during the first week of classes, to the administrative office.

—






Resources

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The Canadian Reformed Churches

Provision for assistance is regulated in Article 20 of the Church Order, which
reads: “The churches shall endeavour that there be students of Theology, extending
financial aid to those who are in need of it.”

The Synod of Burlington (2010) has appointed the church of Grassie as Committee
for Needy students. Students who wish to apply for financial assistance should
submit their application to the church of Grassie (for contact details, see Yearbook
of the Canadian Reformed Churches).

The Foreign Student Bursary

This Bursary is offered by the Theological Seminary to foreign students who are
accepted for full-time studies in any of the programs listed in the Seminary Calendar.
The amount of the bursary is determined by financial need. Information concerning
the Bursary, as well as application for it, can be obtained by writing to the Registrar
of the Seminary.

The Faber-Holwerda Bursary Fund
The Faber-Holwerda Bursary Fund was established on September 8, 1989 by
Dr. Jelle Faber at the time of his retirement of Professor of Dogmatology at the
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Theological College of the Canadian Reformed Churches. Dr. Faber chose to name the
Fund in honour of the “wife of his youth,” Mrs. Wytske Faber-Holwerda. Not intended
to replace the provisions for assistance as regulated in Article 20 of the Church Order,
the purpose of the Faber-Holwerda Bursary Fund is to provide students who have a
special financial need with some additional monies. “Special financial need” may range
from a need arising out of special personal circumstances, to a very practical need for
some extra funds at festive times of the year, to a need for funds due to sudden or
unexpected expenses related to family situations. Funds may also be allocated to assist
a student in the purchase of books.

Application may be made to Dr. A. J. de Visser at the Seminary.

Selles Book Prize Fund

The Selles Book Prize consists of a public presentation of a certificate and a cheque. The
prize may (or may not) be awarded at the time of Convocation to a graduating student
whose performance in the New Testament Studies has been outstanding throughout
this course of studies at the Theological Seminary, and who shows exceptional promise
in the field of New Testament Studies.







Academic Calendar
2011-2012

Semester 1
September 9
September 12
September 13
October 10
October 25-27
December 2
December 5-16

Semester 2
January 3
February 20

Feb 27—March 2
April 6-9

April 13

April 16-27
April 27

42nd Anniversary Meeting and 37th Convocation of the Seminary
Registration and Orientation for Freshmen

Lectures begin

Thanksgiving Day (no classes)

Reading Period

Last day of classes
Examination weeks

Lectures begin
Family Day

Reading week
Easter Recess

Last day of classes
Examination weeks
Final due date for papers




2012-2013

Semester 1
September 7
September 10
September 11
October 8
October 23-25
November 30
December 3-14

Semester 2
January 7
February 18

Feb 25—March 1
March 29—April 1
April 19

April 22—May 3
May 3

43rd Anniversary Meeting and 38th Convocation of the Seminary
Registration and Orientation for Freshmen

Lectures begin

Thanksgiving Day (no classes)

Reading Period

Last day of classes

Examination weeks

Lectures begin

Family Day

Reading week

Easter Recess

Last day of classes
Examination weeks

Final due date for papers




Academic Calendar
2013-2014

Semester 1
September 6
September 9
September 10
October 14
October 22-24
November 29
December 2-13

Semester 2
January 6
February 17
February 24-28
April 17

April 18-21
April 22—May 2
May 2

Please note: The Theological Seminary reserves the right to make revisions to these

44th Anniversary Meeting and 39th Convocation of the Seminary
Registration and Orientation for Freshmen

Lectures begin

Thanksgiving Day (no classes)

Reading Period

Last day of classes
Examination weeks

Lectures begin
Family Day
Reading week

Last day of classes

Easter Recess

Examination weeks
Final due date for papers

dates without prior notice.
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Canadian Reformed Theological

110 West 27th Street,
Hamilton, Ontario, L9C 5A1

T: 905-5675-3688 | F: 905-575-0799

www.canadianreformedseminary.ca




